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Introduction 
Schools require the flexibility to customise the curriculum content for some of 
their pupil/students and to individualise their timetable in order to deliver a 
learning plan that is specific to the pupil/student’s learning needs. The main 
aspect of the pupil/student’s timetable continues to be based on the traditional 
curriculum plan along group based lines but for some pupil/students, schools 
need to vary the sessions delivered during their timetable. 
Various scenarios can exist in a school where pupil/students would benefit 
from a modified teaching approach, for example: 

 Some Newcomer/English as Additional Language (EAL) pupil/students 
may require further English teaching assistance. If they are able to spend 
some time in an alternative English lesson in order to advance their 
studies, they could eventually join and participate in the regular English 
timetabled class. 

 Schools may wish to run sessions of non-Key Stage content for some 
selected pupil/students at a particular time during the timetabled day. The 
pupil/students who attend are selected primarily on the basis of need and 
they can be allocated to the Alternative Curriculum classes during a 
specific time frame for some or all of the periods. 

 Some pupil/students are required to attend off-site (local Pupil Referral 
Unit, college, work placement, etc.), during particular periods and over a 
specified date range. 

 Peripatetic music lessons are available at certain periods of the day, and 
pupil/students are required to miss particular lessons in order to attend 
music lessons. 

From the pupil/student’s perspective, a personalised timetable enables them 
to reach their full potential. From the school’s perspective, it enables the 
provision of an Alternative Curriculum for those pupil/students requiring a 
different learning need from the norm. 
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The Purpose of Alternative Curriculum 
At present, users of Nova-T6 and SIMS are able to manually create Alternative 
Schemes, although this is a complex and lengthy process. The Alternative 
Curriculum software enables you to easily create Alternative Curriculum 
activities on the timetable and assists with the assignment of these activities 
to the chosen lessons on the pupil/student’s timetable. 
Alternative Curriculum activities are not part of a pupil/student’s normal 
curriculum and tend to be scheduled on a different basis from normal classes. 
They are populated by pupil/students on a lesson by lesson basis within a 
specific lesson date range. In Nova-T6, Alternative Curriculum Schemes are 
scheduled without an associated National Curriculum year. Staff and rooms 
can be assigned within Nova-T6 but if the activity needs to be flexible, e.g. for 
a Study period, this is not necessary. 
In SIMS, you can assign the Alternative Activities to pupil/students via the 
Curriculum Assignment by Student menu route. The timetable reflects 
that the pupil/student is attending these activities instead of their normal 
curriculum lesson. 
The new Alternative Curriculum Schemes are accessible to all year groups and 
are created with an alternative course, subject and a level that gives them a 
structure to be used in a flexible way in SIMS. 

What’s New in Nova-T6 and SIMS? 
A new code has been provided to clearly signify that a pupil/student has been 
withdrawn from one period of a multi-period session. This is only visible when 
taking the register in Attendance or Lesson Monitor. 

 

More Information: 
Attendance and Lesson Monitor on page 53 

Planning for the Implementation of Alternative 
Curriculum 

Schools should carefully consider the potential impact of the Alternative 
Curriculum software on their existing curriculum structure prior to 
implementation. Due to the nature of Alternative Curriculum activities, 
pupil/students and staff can see that their timetable has been personalised. 
Other SIMS users will see additions to Attendance and Lesson Monitor, 
Profiles, Assessment, Cover and various report outputs (please see Effects on 
Other Areas of SIMS on page 53). 
It is strongly recommended that consultation with the Timetabler, Heads of 
Year and other interested parties is undertaken before implementing 
Alternative Curriculum. 
When considering the creation of Alternative Curriculum Schemes, schools 
must consider the purpose that they will serve: 

 a fill in for the timetable, e.g. a study period. 
 an alternative teaching period, e.g. Extra English, Extra Maths, etc. 
 a SEN group. 
 an EAL/Newcomer group. 
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Careful consideration must be given to how an Alternative Curriculum Scheme 
is created with regard to the Code, Description and Subject used. The Code 
and Description are displayed in other areas of SIMS so a consistent approach 
is essential. The definition of the Subject is particularly significant as it can 
have an impact on existing codes already defined in Course Manager, 
Managing Classroom Staff in Personnel and Cover 7 in SIMS. 

Setting Permissions 
 The Timetabler can create alternative blocks and add the activities that are 

scheduled during normal teaching hours on the timetable using  
Nova-T6. They are also responsible for transferring the completed timetable 
from SQL for use in SIMS. 

 The Curricular Manager assigns pupil/students to lessons, edits any clashes, 
views the lesson lists and the curriculum summary. 

 These tasks can also be performed by other users of SIMS with appropriate 
access to these areas, such as the School Administrator. 

Accessing Additional SIMS Documentation 
A complete on-line help system and printable on-line handbooks for SIMS are 
available with this release. To obtain help from within the module, either press 
F1 or click the Help button. The handbooks are viewed and printed using the 
Adobe® Acrobat Reader, which is also available on the CD-Rom. 
All handbooks can be accessed from the Documentation Centre which is 
launched by clicking the Documentation button on the Home Page in SIMS. 
Once open, click the Handbooks button, select the required category, and 
then click the required handbook from the Handbooks page. 
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Introduction 
The process of incorporating Alternative Curriculum Schemes, Courses and 
Activities into SIMS begins in Nova-T6. 
It is assumed that the Timetabler has scheduled and prepared the normal 
timetable to the point where it is ready to be transferred to SIMS. Room and 
teacher allocations should also have been completed, where appropriate. 
The Alternative Curriculum activities are added as an ‘overlay’ on top of the 
normal scheduled classes. This enables the setting up of individualised 
timetables for pupil/students and the setting up of extra groups that offer 
Alternative Curriculum activities to the scheduled classes that are associated 
with the curriculum timetable. The Alternative Curriculum software takes into 
account any rooms and teachers already assigned elsewhere at any period of 
the day in Nova-T6. 
Nova-T6 contains new features to accommodate the Alternative Curriculum 
provision alongside the standard curriculum plan. The classes are scheduled 
during normal teaching hours on the timetable but they do not serve a 
particular National Curriculum Year. The classes are period based and are 
designated as teaching groups rather than non-teaching groups and they are 
associated with a single subject. 
Block schemes that are added in the Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog 
in Nova-T6 are not created as schemes of type Block, but as type 
Alternative. This makes them easier to identify using the Find Student 
Curriculum Assignment browser in Academic Management. However, the 
block schemes continue to be treated and referred to as blocks within  
Nova-T6. 
Typically, the Alternative Curriculum classes provide various kinds of support 
within the school, such as: 

 language support for pupil/students who are disadvantaged by their lack 
of English. 

 off-site work experience. 
 special courses intended to address a particular identified need.  
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NOTE: It is possible to create a Detention Activity or an activity that is 
considered as non-teaching. When doing so, schools must be aware that this 
does not link with the Behaviour area in SIMS and an activity such as this, is 
still considered a teaching group for reporting purposes. 

Adding Alternative Curriculum Groups 
1. In Nova-T6, select Data | Alternative Curriculum to display the 

Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog. 

 

2. Click the Add button to display the Add/Edit Alternative Group dialog. 

 

3. Enter the details of the new Alternative Group by entering a unique Prefix of 
up to three characters. This code is used to generate the AC Activity name and 
is displayed in SIMS, e.g. EXF/Mon:1 (Extra French at Monday period 1). 

4. Enter a Description up to a maximum of 24 characters. This description is 
used as the name of the alternative course, e.g. Extra French. 
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5. Click the ? button adjacent to the Subject field to display the Select dialog. 

 

6. Highlight the required subject and click the OK button to return to the 
Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog. 

IMPORTANT NOTES: Once a subject has been assigned to an Alternative 
Curriculum group, it cannot be edited. This prevents complications from 
occurring in SIMS caused by subsequent submissions from Nova-T6. 

The list of subjects is sourced from the existing Subject list in Nova-T6 that is 
used for standard curriculum classes and populated via Plan | Subjects. 
It is recommended that an existing subject from Nova-T6 is selected for an 
Alternative Curriculum group. For example, link the subject of English to an 
Extra English Alternative Curriculum group. 
However, it is also possible for a specific subject to be entered into Nova-T6. 
For example, if Extra English is added into the subject list in Nova-T6, this is 
added to the subject list in SIMS when the curriculum is submitted from 
Nova-T6. Any associated areas related to subjects may be affected, e.g. 
Course Manager, Managing Classroom Staff, etc. A curriculum report based on 
the subject of English will include information for both English and Extra 
English depending on the reporting criteria and requirements of your school. 

NOTE: Please check in SIMS via Tools | Setups | Subjects to ensure that 
no duplication of subject codes and descriptions exists between Nova-T6 and 
SIMS. 

The Always Active check box is selected by default and ensures that the 
Alternative Curriculum group is Active across all periods. 
Deselect the check box if you prefer to specify the availability for selected 
periods only. 

7. Click the OK button to return to the Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog. 
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8. Double-click in the Staff column to display the Select Free Teacher dialog. 

 

Select the applicable radio button to filter the list of teachers by Code or Desc 
(Description). 
The members of staff who are Free for the selected period are displayed. 
Select the All radio button to view all staff regardless of their availability. 
There are three columns of data in the dialog: 

 Load: This is the figure from the Teacher Departments page in Nova-T6 
and represents the provisional agreed loading of the teacher. 

 Alloc: This figure indicates the allocation of a teacher to classes on the 
plan and includes normal curriculum and Alternative Curriculum 
allocations but does not include NCCs or Blanks on the timetable. This 
figure should match the Al figure on the Teacher Info-Periods Allocated 
report. 

 Scheduled: This figure indicates how many lessons the teacher has been 
allocated to on the timetable. This includes normal curriculum and 
Alternative Curriculum allocations but does not include NCCs or Blanks. 

9. Highlight the required teacher and click the OK button to return to the 
Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog. 
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10. Double-click in the Room column to display the Select Free Room dialog. 

 

The list of rooms can be filtered by Desc (Description) or Code by selecting 
the applicable radio button. 
The rooms that are Free for the selected period are displayed. Select the All 
radio button to view all rooms. 

11. Highlight the required room and click the OK button to populate the Room 
column for the selected period. 
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NOTE: It is only possible to assign one member of staff and one room to each 
Alternative Curriculum group. Additional resources can be added to the 
Timetable of the room or teacher or via the Block area. However, this creates 
a Non-Standard entry in the Alternative Curriculum area as a result of 
changes being made. 

12. Highlight an Alternative Group from the Alternative Curriculum Groups 
dialog and click the Copy button to display the Copy Alternative Info dialog. 

 

The Staff and Room check boxes are selected by default. Select the Active 
Status check box to populate the Active column with a tick. 

13. Select the appropriate radio button from the Copy Alternative Info dialog: 
 Copy to all periods on this day 
 Copy to this period on all days 
 Copy to all periods across the cycle 

14. Click the OK button to distribute the details of the Alternative Curriculum 
group across the timetable periods of the cycle on the right-hand side of the 
Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog. 
If more resources are required for the Alternative Curriculum Activity, they can 
be added via the Blocks area or in the timetable in Nova-T6. The Classes area 
simply enables a view of allocated resources. 

Assigning Additional Resources 
1. In Nova-T6, click the Block button, select the year {ncc/ALT} and select the 

required block, e.g. ALT:Wed 5. 
2. Right-click the chosen cell and select Edit Staffing from the pop-up menu. 

The Edit Staff dialog is displayed. 
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3. Select the All Depts radio button to view all staff members who are free 
during the relevant period. 

4. Highlight the required teacher and click the Assign button. 
5. Click the Close button on the Edit Staff dialog. 
6. Select Data | Alternative Curriculum and select the appropriate Alternative 

Activity from the drop-down list. 

 

The arrangement for the example activity on Wednesday at Period 5 displays 
the Non-Standard message. 



02| Preparations in Nova-T6 

 

12  Alternative Curriculum 

 

View Alternative Curriculum Timetables 
1. Select Timetable | New | Alternative Activity and select the appropriate 

Alternative Activity from the drop-down list. 

 

In the example, the two members of staff can be clearly seen on Wednesday. 
There is also an option for viewing all Alternate Activities. 

2. Select Timetable | New | All Alternative Activities to check the display is 
correct. 

 

Viewing Additional Resources through the Classes Area 
It is possible to see additional arrangements in the Classes route in Nova-T6. 
Click the Classes button. 
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The routine defaults to the first year group in the list {ALT}. This is not 
technically a year group although the routine displays the Alternative Activities 
as though they were part of a year group called {ALT}. 
When selecting one of the teachers involved in the appropriate Activity, the 
allocations in the Classes route also include the Alternative Activities. 
For each Alternative Activity, allocation is showing beneath the list of classes 
because the teacher was added to the activity via Edit Staffing in the Block 
route, which writes back to the plan. 

Adding and Viewing Additional Resources in the Timetable Area 
It is possible to view and add additional resources to an Alternative Curriculum 
timetable using Edit Staff from a timetable cell (right-click and select from 
the menu). 
Alternatively, from a timetable cell, the teacher can be added using the menu 
item Add Staff. This does not write back to the plan, and does not appear as 
an allocation in the Classes route. The teacher would, however, be scheduled 
with the class. 
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This mechanism is more commonly used when adding support staff to an 
already constructed timetable. 

Editing Existing Alternative Curriculum Groups 
1. In Nova-T6, select Data | Alternative Curriculum to display the 

Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog. 
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2. Highlight the name of the required Alternative Curriculum Group and click the 
Edit button to display the Add/Edit Alternative Group dialog. 

 Edit button 

 

Once an Alternative Curriculum group has been defined, it is not possible to 
change either the Prefix code or the Subject associated with it. However, the 
Description can be changed. 

3. Make the required changes and click the OK button to close the dialog. 
On the right-hand side of the Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog, the 
table shows a tick in the Active column for the days and periods when the 
Alternative Curriculum Group has been scheduled. 

 

The initials of the Staff member assigned to oversee the group and the details 
of the Room to be used are also displayed. If a Staff member or a Room have 
not yet been assigned for the day/period, the cells are shown in yellow and the 
Missing: field at the top of the dialog displays the number of instances of a 
missing allocation. 

4. To schedule the Alternative Curriculum group for another period, double-click 
in the Active column adjacent to the required day/period to add a tick to the 
cell. 

5. Double-click in the adjacent Staff column to display the Select Free Teacher 
dialog. 
The figures in the three columns can be interpreted as follows: 

 Load: This is the figure from the Teacher Departments screen in Nova T6 
and represents the provisional agreed loading of the teacher. 
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 Alloc: This figure indicates the allocation of a teacher to classes on the 
plan and includes normal curriculum and Alternative Curriculum 
allocations but does not include NCCs or Blanks on the timetable. 

 Scheduled: this figure indicates how many lessons that the teacher has 
been allocated to on the timetable. This figure includes normal curriculum 
and Alternative Curriculum allocations but does not include NCCs or 
Blanks. 

 

The definition of teacher in Nova-T6 is flexible and represents any members of 
staff who have been added via Plan | Teachers. In reality, these may be 
HLTAs or TAs. 

6. Highlight the required member of staff and click the OK button to add their 
initials to the Staff column in the Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog. 

7. Double-click in the adjacent Room column to display the Select Free Room 
dialog. 

 

8. Highlight the required room and click the OK button to add the code to the 
Room column in the Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog. 
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Resolving Resource Errors 
Where a coloured cell is displayed in either the Staff or Room columns for a 
period, this is an indication that the resources selected for that period need to 
be re-assigned for various reasons: 

 

 A red cell indicates that the selected resource is already scheduled for use 
elsewhere during that period. 

 An orange cell indicates that the selected Staff member or Room has 
already been assigned to another Alternative Curriculum group for this 
period. 

 A magenta cell with the message Non-Standard indicates that changes 
have been made to the Alternative Curriculum group via an alternative 
menu route in Nova-T6, e.g. additional resources have been assigned 
through the Block or Timetable screens. 

 A yellow cell with black dots indicates that a resource is missing and must 
be assigned to the highlighted period before saving the timetable periods. 
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1. To resolve these resource errors, highlight the coloured cell to display an 
explanation of the problem in the box at the bottom of the Alternative 
Curriculum Groups dialog. 

 

It is not possible to save the details of the timetable periods until the resource 
error(s) is resolved and an alternative Staff member or Room has been 
assigned for this period. 

2. Double-click into the affected period and select a free Staff member or Room 
from the respective dialog. 
Before saving the details of the Alternative Curriculum group, check the top 
right-hand side of the Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog, adjacent to 
the Copy button, for any missing Staff, Rooms or any unresolved clashes. 

 

3. Click the OK button on the Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog to save 
the timetable periods. 
If you exit from the Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog or click the OK 
button without resolving the resource error(s), any red clashes are removed to 
prevent duplicate assignments for staff or rooms. The clashes are displayed in 
yellow as missing resources. 
There is one exception to this rule. If two activities have been defined, and 
exist at the same period with different teachers, but a room has not been 
assigned, it is possible to call up the teachers’ timetables and to add the same 
room to both, selecting the Double Up option. 
In the Alternative Curriculum Groups dialog, both the activities at this 
period are shown as Non-Standard and this arrangement is saved after 
closing the dialog. 
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Impacts on Other Areas of Nova-T6 
Classes Process 

As previously outlined, assignments of staff carried out in the Alternative 
Curriculum Groups dialog are included in the allocations displayed in the 
Classes route, and count towards the subject initially associated with the 
Alternative Curriculum activity. 

Browsers in Sessions, Blocks, Bands and Auto 
The Browser (magnifying glass button) in these areas lists the Alternative 
Curriculum activities under the year group [ncc/ALT]. However, only the 
Block and Auto routes are capable of displaying them. If you try to select them 
in the Sessions or Bands routes, a warning is generated of Block not in 
current view! 
Nova-T6 conceptualises the Alternative Curriculum activities as a block per 
period. If more than one activity exists at the same period, selecting the block 
displays everything. 

 

 

The two activities at Mon:2 are displayed as two classes in the same block. 

Utilities in the Cycle Process 
Using any of the following routines, Renaming a Period, Renaming a Day, 
Exchanging two Periods and Exchanging two Days results in an 
automatic adjustment of the Alternative Curriculum activities. 
Using the Create Week Two routine results in the renaming of the activities 
in week one, but there is no replication of them in week two. 
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Using either Convert Singles to Doubles or Interleave results in all 
activities being deleted. 

Reports 
The Teacher Department report available via Reports | Curriculum 
Analysis | Teacher Departments has been modified to accommodate the 
Alternative Curriculum activities. 

 

In the preceding example, Ms W Harris (WH) has been allocated to 4 periods in 
the Literacy Unit, which is associated with the subject English identified by En 
in the report. The two dashed lines indicate that this is not identified in Plan | 
Teacher Departments. 
The left-hand figure of 4 indicates that four periods are in the plan, the 
right-hand figure of 4 indicates that all four have been scheduled. In the 
context of Alternative Curriculum activities, the plan is always scheduled. 

 

The List of Classes by Subject(s) report available via Reports | 
Curriculum Analysis | List of Classes by Subject(s) includes the 
Alternative Curriculum activities. 
An additional column has been added to the two reports Teacher Info – 
Periods Allocated and Teacher Info – Periods Scheduled. 

 

The additional column is entitled Alt. The teacher AB is allocated for 1 period 
in Year 7, 2 in Year 8 and 2 in Year 10. In addition, he is allocated to 1 period 
of Alternative Curriculum activity. The total is 6 periods both allocated and 
scheduled. His loading in Plan | Teacher Departments, is 4. 

Printing a Timetable of Alternative Curriculum Activities 
Two additional menu routes enable you to view the activities and subjects for 
each Alternative Curriculum group that you have defined. However, it is not 
possible to change the allocations of resources, i.e. the staff or room, from 
these dialogs. 
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1. Select Timetable | New | Alternative Activity to display the Alternative 
Activity dialog. 

 

2. Select the required Alternative Activity from the drop-down list to 
automatically update the timetable displayed in the dialog. 

3. Click the Print button to display the Print Preview dialog. 
In the bottom left corner of the Print Preview dialog there are some 
additional controls that enable you to specify which pages and how many are 
printed. 
The Pages across, Pages down and Total pages fields indicate how many 
pages the current timetable is made up of and which page in the sequence you 
are currently viewing. 
It is possible to determine which of the pages should be printed by selecting 
the appropriate Print radio buttons. The first two radio buttons are 
self-explanatory. However, selecting the Print selected pages radio button 
adds a check box to the top left corner of each page of the timetable so that 
you can manually indicate the pages that you want to print. 

4. Click the Select All or Clear button to select or clear all the check boxes. 
5. Click the Print button to print the selection of timetable pages. 
6. Click the Yes button on the confirmation dialog to continue. 
7. If you have made changes to the printed layout of a timetable and you do not 

want these settings to be saved in the .SPL file, click the Reset button before 
clicking the Close button on the Print Preview dialog. 

Printing a Timetable of Alternative Curriculum Activities and Subjects 
1. Select Timetable | New | All Alternative Activities to display the 

Alternative Curriculum dialog. 
The Alternative Curriculum groups are displayed in the blue cells on the 
left-hand side of the dialog whilst the individual timetable periods for each day 
of the week are displayed along the top of the dialog. 
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2. Click one of the named days of the week buttons at the bottom of the dialog to 
view the timetable periods for the required day. 

 

3. Click the Print button to display the Print Preview dialog. 
In the bottom left corner of the Print Preview dialog there are some 
additional controls that enable you to specify which pages and how many are 
printed. 
The Pages across, Pages down and Total pages fields indicate how many 
pages the current timetable is made up of and which page in the sequence you 
are currently viewing. 
It is possible to determine which of the pages should be printed by selecting 
the appropriate Print radio buttons. The first two radio buttons are 
self-explanatory. However, selecting the Print selected pages radio button 
adds a check box to the top left corner of each page of the timetable so that 
you can manually indicate the pages that you want to print. 

4. Click the Select All or Clear button to quickly select or clear all the check 
boxes. 

5. Click the Print button to print the selection of timetable pages. 
6. Click the Yes button on the confirmation dialog to continue. 
7. If you have made changes to the printed layout of a timetable and you do not 

want these settings to be saved in the .SPL file, click the Reset button before 
clicking the Close button on the Print Preview dialog. 

Transferring the Timetable to SIMS 
1. Select Data | Export Curriculum and Timetable to SQL to begin the 

export process. The following warning message may be displayed depending 
on your school’s model setup. 
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2. If any Alternative Curriculum schemes are identified, click the Yes button on 
the Confirm dialog to display the Export Curriculum and Timetable to 
SQL dialog. 

 

The Start Date defaults to the start date of the current academic year but this 
can be changed by clicking the Calendar button and selecting a different date. 
Alternatively, click the Today check box to export the curriculum and 
timetable from today’s date. 
The End Date defaults to the end date of the current academic year but can be 
changed by clicking the Calendar button and selecting a different date. 

3. Select the Export Band structure only check box, if required. 
4. Click the OK button to continue with the export process. 

The Nova/SQL Link dialog is displayed and indicates that the curriculum and 
timetable schedule is being collated ready for sending to SIMS. 
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5. Click the OK button to display the initial page of the Nova/SQL Transfer 
wizard. 

 

6. Review the information listed in the Submitted Parameters panel to ensure 
that the timetable cycle and dates are correct. 

7. Click the Next button to display a Submission Summary of the curriculum 
plan. 
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Any changes to the curriculum and timetable plan since the last submission are 
detailed in the Merge Report panel. Check these details carefully to ensure 
that any newly defined Alternative Curriculum activities and subjects have 
been identified. 

8. Click the Next button to display the Merge Curriculum page of the 
Nova/SQL Transfer wizard. 

 

The new unlinked classes are listed as normal on the left hand side. 
9. Specify the curriculum structure displayed by selecting the required year from 

the Filter by Year drop-down list. This defaults to All Years. 
10. Select the status of the curriculum structure displayed by selecting the Filter 

by State drop-down list. This defaults to Unlinked only. 
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11. After reviewing the curriculum structure, click the Next button to display the 
Verify Changes page of the Nova/SQL Transfer Wizard. 

 

All Additions and Modifications to the existing curriculum structure are 
displayed as well as any Duplicate schemes that have been identified during 
the transfer process. 

NOTE: If you are simply transferring the newly created Alternative 
Curriculum schemes, you will only see Additions of Type, Class and 
Alternative. 
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12. Click the Next button to display the Submission page of the Nova/SQL 
Transfer wizard. 

 

When you are happy that you have reviewed all the intended changes to the 
curriculum structure, click the Submit button to complete the transfer 
process. 
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13. Once the transfer process has completed, click the Finish button on the final 
page of the Nova/SQL Transfer wizard. 

 

If any Staff members or Rooms were transferred that were not recognised by 
the SQL database, the Unknown Items dialog displays these. 

 

14. Click the OK button to close the dialog and display the Nova SQL Link dialog. 
This shows the status of the transfer process and once the process is complete, 
a dialog indicates that the transfer process is finished. 
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15. Click the OK button on the Nt6 dialog to acknowledge that the data has been 
saved to the current .SPL file. 

 

16. Click the OK button again. 
Once the initial transfer has completed satisfactorily, it is recommended that 
subsequent transfers are made every time any changes are made to 
Alternative Groups to ensure consistency in SIMS. 
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Introduction 
When a pupil/student is a member of a class, and the class has been scheduled 
on the timetable (i.e. there are some lessons of that class), the pupil/student 
is expected to attend these lessons. The Alternative Curriculum approach is 
different from the normal pattern. Alternative Curriculum activities are not 
part of a pupil/student’s normal curriculum. They tend to be scheduled on a 
different basis from normal classes and are generally populated by 
pupil/students on a lesson by lesson basis within a specific lesson date range. 
A pupil/student may be required to miss one or more lessons of a class to 
which they belong in order to attend selected, ‘alternative’ lessons of another. 
Their timetable, i.e. the lessons they attend, can no longer be ascertained 
from their class memberships because their class memberships ‘clash’ at some 
periods. In SIMS, ‘withdrawal records’ are used to resolve these clashes. A 
withdrawal record indicates that a particular pupil/student will not attend a 
specific lesson, i.e. a certain class at a specific timetable period, during a 
specified date range. 
Normal classes in SIMS are associated with a course as defined in Course 
Manager. The link between a class and a course is established when classes 
are imported into SQL via the Curriculum Matching wizard. The import 
process links each class to the relevant course for its subject and level. 
Each Alternative Curriculum class is transferred to SIMS as a course with a 
hidden level of ‘altern’. This enables the current structure to recognise the 
Alternative Curriculum activities. 
No visible link to a course within Course Manager is made with the creation of 
Alternative Courses. 
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Assigning Students by the Curriculum Assignment by 
Student Routine 

You can assign a pupil/student to an Alternative Curriculum Activity using the 
Curriculum Assignment by Student menu route in SIMS. 

1. Select Focus | School | Academic Structure | Curriculum Assignment 
by Student to display the Find Student for Curriculum Assignment 
browser. 

 

2. Search for the required pupil/student and double-click their name to display 
the Select Effective Date Range dialog. 

 

Selecting the Effective Date Range 
An Effective Date Range (EDR) is the date range over which the group 
membership assignments made in this session are valid. It is important to 
select the correct Effective Date Range, as it determines the precise duration 
of a pupil/student’s group membership. If an inaccurate date range is 
selected, a pupil/student might end up in the wrong group. 
Setting the Effective Date Range is an important process in Academic 
Management and it must be selected before working in any of its functional 
areas. 
Two radio buttons are provided, which enable the selection of the date range 
you want to apply to the changes to be made to the selected Scheme. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE: Please take care when selecting the date range, to 
ensure that the data you are editing relates to the required period of time. 
Editing class membership details for an incorrect period of time can lead to 
the pupil/student’s timetable being incorrect and issues with complex lesson 
clashes that affect areas such as Lesson Monitor. 

 Select the Named Date Range radio button to select a pre-defined date 
range. This might be a complete academic year (e.g. 01/09/200n to 
31/08/200n), a working academic year (e.g. 01/09/200n to 22/07/200n, 
the time that pupil/students actually spend at school) or specific terms 
(e.g. Spring term 200n-200n). 

NOTE: It is possible to add more Named Date Ranges to those displayed 
in this dialog, by selecting Tools | Setups | Curriculum Setup | 
Curriculum. 

 Select the Custom Date Range radio button and enter the required start 
and end date. Select this radio button if a change that you want to record 
does not start until next week, for example. Select the From and To dates 
by clicking the appropriate Calendar button and selecting a date from the 
Calendar. 

 Two check boxes are provided at the bottom of the dialog, which enable 
further refinement of the Effective Date Range. 

 Select the Restrict date range from today to end check box if you 
want to restrict the Effective Date Range to run from today’s date to the 
end of a Named Date Range. This option is available only if a Named 
Date Range is selected and if today’s date lies within the date range you 
choose. 

 Select the Don’t ask me again (this session or until manually 
changed) check box if you do not need to select the date range each time 
a Scheme is selected from the browser in this session. 

If this check box is selected, the Select Effective Date Range dialog can still 
be displayed when required, by clicking the Effective Date Range Calendar 
button on the Tick Grid on the Memberships of Groups of a Scheme page 
or the Student Curriculum Summary page. It will start to be displayed 
again anyway, if you change the Effective Date Range. 

NOTE: The option selected is valid for this session only. The next time you log 
into SIMS and select a Scheme from the browser, the Select Effective Date 
Range dialog will be displayed again. 

Once the required date range and check boxes have been selected, click the 
OK button. 
Both panels in the Curriculum Assignment by Student page are affected 
by the Alternative Curriculum provision. 
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New Functionality in the Schemes Panel 
After searching for the required pupil/student in the Find Student for 
Curriculum Assignment browser and specifying the effective date range, 
click the Schemes hyperlink to view the Schemes panel. 

 

The normal scheme membership indicators are shown in orange in the 
Student Curriculum Summary timetable. 
A new button has been provided in the Schemes panel to enable you to assign 
the pupil/student to an Alternative Curriculum activity from their Student 
Curriculum Summary timetable. 
The Add Activity button is also accessible from the Timetable panel in the 
Curriculum Assignment by Student page. 

 Add Activity button 
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Assigning a Pupil/Student to an Alternative Curriculum Activity 
1. Click the Add Activity button in the Schemes panel to display the Add 

Activity to Timetable dialog for the selected pupil/student. 

 

2. Specify the search criteria by completing the required fields in the browser: 
If the Type field is set to Alternative, the NC Year field is greyed out because 
Alternative Curriculum activities are not year group specific. The Type field 
can be changed to Any or Standard, if required. 

3. Enter the first letter of the Subject code or the Staff Code of the teacher 
assigned to the activity, if known. 

4. Select the applicable Availability from the drop-down list. The activities or 
classes are generally available on the timetable between specific dates. The 
default is Any. 
Selecting Partial displays activities and classes that are partially available 
during the date range. These activities and classes are indicated by a blue 
background. 
Selecting Full displays activities and classes that are scheduled during the 
entire date range. These activities and classes are indicated by a white 
background. 

5. Click the Search button to display a list of Alternative Curriculum activities. 
6. Select the required Alternative Curriculum activity and click the Open button 

to display the lesson periods during which this activity is available for 
scheduling. 

7. Highlight the relevant lesson period and click into the box to indicate that the 
pupil/student is being assigned to the Alternative Curriculum activity for this 
period. 
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8. Continue selecting lesson periods for this activity until the pupil/student has 
been assigned where required. 

9. Click the Apply button to assign the pupil/student to the lesson periods. 
The green flagged corners indicate that the pupil/student has been assigned to 
the selected Alternative Curriculum activities during these lesson periods. 

10. Click the OK button to close the Add Activity to Timetable dialog and return 
to the pupil/student’s Student Curriculum Summary page. 
Any Alternative Curriculum scheme membership indicators are shown as 
yellow timelines in the Student Curriculum Summary timetable. 
The pupil/student is effectively ‘withdrawn’ from their original lesson at this 
period during the specified Effective Date Range. They remain a member of 
the original class that they were scheduled to attend but also become a 
member of the Alternative Curriculum Activity. 

Viewing the Timetable Changes after Assigning 
Alternative Curriculum Activities 

Click the Timetable hyperlink to display the Timetable panel of the Student 
Curriculum Summary page. 

 

The Student Curriculum Summary timetable display is dependent on the 
Effective Date Range selected, and therefore, the lesson(s) of which the 
pupil/student is a member on the Effective Date Range are displayed. 

NOTE: A pupil/student who is a member of a class but is withdrawn from the 
class (i.e. at a period for a range of dates) is not considered to be a member 
of the lesson during the date range of the withdrawal. Therefore, the 
timetable display does not show a lesson from which the pupil/student has 
been withdrawn for the whole Lesson Date Range. 
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The pupil/student’s timetable is shown as a grid, with the timetable periods on 
one axis, and the timetable days on the other. Click the Invert Timetable 
button if you want to change the timetable grid orientation. 

 Invert Timetable button 

It is possible to add an additional Alternative Curriculum activity from the 
Timetable panel. Click the Add Activity button to display the Add Activity 
to Timetable dialog (please see Assigning a Pupil/Student to an Alternative 
Curriculum Activity on page 35). 

 Add Activity button 

The Start date, Display date and End date are displayed on a timeline ruler 
above the timetable grid. 

 

Click the pointer on the ruler and drag it backwards and forwards to view the 
timetable for the Display date that you require. Only the Display date can 
be changed as the Start and End dates are fixed when the Alternative 
Curriculum activity is defined in Nova-T6. 
Colours and highlighting have been introduced to the timetable display to flag 
up periods with clashes or resolved clashes or where a class is scheduled over 
two or more timetable cycles. 
If your school has different timetable cycle definitions over the academic year, 
care should be taken to ensure that the lesson assignment does not span two 
or more cycles. The lesson can only be assigned over one timetable cycle. 

 

Various coloured corner flags and cell colours give an indication of the status of 
each timetable period: 

 a red corner on the timetable represents an unresolved clash over the date 
range 
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 a green corner represents a resolved clash 
 a red coloured cell indicates a clash that still requires resolution 
 a yellow coloured cell indicates an Alternative Curriculum activity has been 

assigned to this timetable period. 
By placing the mouse over the Alternative Curriculum timetable periods 
highlighted in yellow, it is possible to view detailed hover help for each period. 
If the mouse is placed over a yellow period with a green corner, it is possible to 
view details of the Alternative Curriculum activity including the name of the 
Activity, the Class identifier, the Staff code that has been assigned to 
conduct the activity and the Room in which the activity is scheduled to take 
place (if one has been assigned). 
It is also possible to see the details of the original class that the pupil/student 
has been removed from (in order for them to be assigned to the Alternative 
Curriculum activity) when the hover help is displayed. 
By clicking on a timetable period, any other instances of this lesson that are 
scheduled on the pupil/student’s timetable show the Scheme Name 
highlighted in bright yellow. This enables you to identify where this particular 
class is scheduled across the pupil/student’s timetable. 

 

Resolving Simple Lesson Clashes 
Assigning a pupil/student to an Alternative Curriculum activity results in the 
removal of the pupil/student from a selected lesson of a class to which they 
already belong, and the assignment to selected lessons of another class during 
the same period. This results in the creation of ‘withdrawal records’. 
For example, a pupil/student has been made a member of two (or more) 
classes that are scheduled during the same timetable period. Withdrawal 
records resolve clashes by indicating which of the lessons during the clash 
period the pupil/student will not attend. Without withdrawal records, SIMS 
cannot determine which of the simultaneously occurring lessons the 
pupil/student should be present at. 
It is possible to reverse your decision at a later date, reinstating the original 
lesson, perhaps because the pupil/student no longer needs to attend the 
Alternative Curriculum activity. 
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Clashes are not restricted in terms of the number of lessons involved. They are 
not always between just two conflicting lessons. 
A date range is required for the process of editing lesson clashes, unless all 
Alternative Curriculum activities are scheduled to take place throughout the 
entire academic year. There will be periods of time when there are no clashes 
for a pupil/student on a particular timetable period and others when there 
clashes are encountered. You must specify the range of dates to which any 
editing of assignments applies, the Lesson Date Range, so that SIMS can 
display the clashes which are occurring during that date range. 
Unresolved lesson clashes are shown as red coloured cells in the timetable 
grid. 

 

1. Click into a red coloured cell or a cell with a red corner flag to view details of 
the clash in the Clash Status panel at the bottom of the Timetable panel. 

 

It is possible to view and edit, over the selected Effective Date Range, the 
pupil/student’s current lesson assignments in the timetable grid.  

2. Select the check box in the Favour column adjacent to the Description of the 
lesson you want the pupil/student to attend. This enables you to indicate which 
of the clashing lessons to favour over the other lesson(s). 
In the Assigned column, a capital letter Y indicates that the pupil/student is 
assigned to the selected lesson over the Effective Date Range. Once a lesson 
has been assigned as a Y, the timetable cell is no longer coloured red on the 
timetable grid although the red corner flag remains to indicate that there was 
previously a clash during this period. 
A lower case y indicates that the pupil/student is partially assigned to the 
lesson during the Effective Date Range. 



03| Assigning Pupil/Students to Alternative Curriculum Activities 

 

40  Alternative Curriculum 

 

TIP: If you want to view the details of the original class that the pupil/student 
has been removed from for this period, place the mouse over the timetable 
cell to display the hover help. 

3. If you want to edit the Effective Date Range, click the Calendar button 
adjacent to the Effective Date Range field to display the Select Effective 
Date Range dialog. 

 

4. Select a different Named Date Range or specify a Custom Date Range by 
clicking the respective Calendar buttons before clicking the OK button 
(please see Selecting the Effective Date Range on page 32). 
The Clash Status panel is updated to reflect the changes made to the 
Effective Date Range. 

 

A message is displayed indicating that there are multiple memberships over 
different dates. 
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5. To change the lesson assignment, click the Details button to display the 
Student Lesson History Details: Clash Resolution dialog. Alternatively, 
double-click on the relevant period in the timetable grid to display the 
Student Lesson History Details: Clash Resolution dialog. 

 

The Effective Date Range displayed reflects the date range selected in Step 4 
above. 

6. Highlight the required Class attended details and click the Assign button to 
select this class for the pupil/student to attend in precedence to the other 
class(es). 

7. Click the OK button to return to the Student Curriculum Summary page. 
8. To view the Alternative Curriculum activities that the pupil/student has been 

assigned to, click the Schemes hyperlink to revisit the Schemes panel. 
Any Alternative Curriculum Scheme Names are displayed as yellow timelines. 
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If you notice a mistake that has been made whilst resolving a clash, right-click 
on the required Alternative Curriculum activity to display the drop-down 
menu. 

 

9. Select Remove All Memberships to display the Remove All Memberships 
Confirmation dialog. 

 

10. Select the appropriate radio button and click the Yes button to remove the 
pupil/student’s membership. 

11. Click the Save button on the Student Curriculum Summary page. 

TIP: To ensure that all clashes are resolved satisfactorily, select Timetable 
Unresolved Clash(es) from the Acad. Status drop-down list in the Find 
Student Curriculum Assignment browser to display a list of all 
pupil/students who have unresolved clashes in their timetable. 

Creating a Blank Period and Understanding Withdrawal Records 
A pupil/student who is a member of a class but who has been withdrawn from 
the class (i.e. at a period for a range of dates) is not considered to be a 
member of the original lesson during the date range of the withdrawal. 
Therefore, the timetable display does not show a lesson from which the 
pupil/student has been withdrawn for the whole Lesson Date Range. 
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IMPORTANT NOTES: The Effective Date Range is used in the context of 
editing pupil/student class memberships. The Lesson Date Range is used in 
the context of editing pupil/student lesson memberships. 

Withdrawal records ‘resolve’ clashes by indicating which of the lessons at the 
clash period the pupil/student should not attend. Without withdrawal records, 
SIMS cannot determine which of the simultaneously occurring lessons the 
pupil/student should be present at. The withdrawal from the original class also 
enables Lesson Monitor to determine which Register they will subsequently be 
listed in (please see Effects on Other Areas of SIMS on page 53). 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Lesson Monitor does not recognise multiple period 
lesson withdrawals so pupil/students will need to be marked absent on the 
Register for any periods of non-attendance. Duplicate or conflicting marks 
may need to be resolved as a result of this. 

1. Click into a red coloured cell or a cell with a red corner flag to view details of 
the clash in the Clash Status panel at the bottom of the Timetable panel. 

 

2. Highlight a period on the pupil/student’s timetable that indicates there is a 
clash. The Clash Status panel displays all the lessons assigned over the date 
range chosen. 

3. If only one class is listed in the Clash Status panel, remove the tick to enable 
a withdrawal from the lesson at that time and to create a blank period. 

 

4. Click the Save button on the Student Curriculum Summary page. 



03| Assigning Pupil/Students to Alternative Curriculum Activities 

 

44  Alternative Curriculum 

 

Viewing Members of an Alternative Curriculum Scheme 
Alternative Curriculum is based on an individual pupil/student’s timetable. As 
a result of the current scheme structure, the Curriculum Assignment by 
Scheme page has reduced functionality when managing Alternative 
Curriculum activities from the functionality available when dealing with 
standard curriculum schemes. 
It is not possible to use the Bulk Assignment option or the Student 
Carousel Rotation wizard to assign pupil/students to Alternative Curriculum 
activities because the withdrawal from standard classes may result in 
numerous timetable clashes. It is recommended that the Curriculum 
Assignment by Student routine is used when making Alternative Curriculum 
assignments. 

1. Select Focus | School | Academic Structure | Curriculum Assignment 
by Scheme to display the Find Curriculum Scheme browser. 

 

2. Specify the search criteria and select Alternative from the Type drop-down 
list before clicking the Search button. Only Alternative Curriculum schemes 
are displayed. 

3. Highlight the required Scheme Name and click the Open button to display 
the Select Effective Date Range dialog. 

 

4. Select a different Named Date Range or specify a Custom Date Range by 
clicking the respective Calendar buttons before clicking the OK button (please 
see Selecting the Effective Date Range on page 32). 
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The Group Memberships in Scheme page is displayed. 

 

The pupil/students who have been assigned to this scheme can be viewed in 
the Students Tick Grid panel. 
The Students Tick Grid panel is greyed out although the majority of the 
normal functions available for standard schemes can be accessed by 
right-clicking in a cell within the tick grid. 

5. Click the Relax button if you wish to make changes to the scheme 
memberships. A warning message is displayed. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: It is strongly suggested that extreme caution is 
exercised when using the Relax button to move pupil/students from one 
Alternative Curriculum activity to another as this can result in clashes. It is 
recommended that any necessary changes are made in the Curriculum 
Assignment by Student page. 

The Students Tick Grid panel is now editable although some of the normal 
curriculum functions have been modified or disabled, where appropriate. It is 
possible to: 

 Highlight a pupil/student’s name and click the Details button to display 
the Historical Curriculum Membership Details dialog. 

 Click the Student button to edit the Effective Date Range and view the 
selected pupil/student’s Student Curriculum Summary. 

 Click the Action button to display the drop-down list and select an option. 
6. Make any required amendments to the scheme memberships before clicking 

the Save button. 
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If a pupil/student’s scheme membership is amended, their course 
memberships are updated automatically when you click the Save button. This 
removes the need to manually run the Update Course Memberships routine 
from Tools | Academic Management | Course Manager | Update Course 
Memberships. This will not be possible if you have deselected the Auto 
Update Membership check box when defining the course details through 
Tools | Academic Management | Course Manager | Maintain Course. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: It is essential that you do not end a scheme part way 
through the Effective Date Range and then reinstate the scheme at a later 
date because the course memberships can become disjointed and this can 
cause data anomalies in Course Manager. 
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Introduction 
The use of Alternative Curriculum enables you to edit a pupil/student’s 
timetable by changing the lessons to which the pupil/student belongs at a 
particular period over a specific date range (the Lesson Date Range). 
Timetables in SIMS are time-varying structures. When viewing a timetable, 
what is usually required is the timetable for a particular date. 
Alternative Activities are likely to lie within a shorter time frame within the 
working academic year, so the facility to edit the date range is provided in the 
Student Curriculum Summary page in the Clash Status panel. This is in 
addition to the current date range choices that already exist when initially 
selecting the pupil/student details. 

How to Resolve Complex Lesson Clashes 
In instances where a straightforward clash occurs, the Clash Status panel in 
the Student Curriculum Summary page provides a simple means of 
viewing and resolving the clashing lessons at a period on a pupil/student's 
timetable (please see Resolving Simple Lesson Clashes on page 38). When a 
simple choice cannot be offered, a different approach can be undertaken. 

1. Select Focus | School | Academic Structure | Curriculum Assignment 
by Student to display the Find Student for Curriculum Assignment 
browser. 

 

TIP: Select Timetable Unresolved Clash(es) from the Acad. Status 
drop-down list in the Find Student Curriculum Assignment browser to 
display a list of all pupil/students who have unresolved clashes in their 
timetable. 
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Every Alternative Curriculum activity is valid for a specified time period only 
and this is referred to as the Effective Date Range. A pupil/student’s 
membership of a lesson is also only valid for a specified time period and this is 
referred to as the Lesson Date Range. 
When trying to resolve complex clashes it is recommended that close attention 
is paid to the date ranges involved as these are key to solving the majority of 
clashes. 

2. Search for the required pupil/student and double-click their name to display 
the Select Effective Date Range dialog (please see Selecting the Effective 
Date Range on page 32). 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Double-check that the correct date range is selected 
before proceeding further. 

3. After searching for the required pupil/student in the Find Student for 
Curriculum Assignment browser and specifying the Effective Date Range, 
click the Timetable hyperlink to view the Timetable panel. 

 

4. Click into a red coloured cell or a cell with a red corner flag to view details of 
the clash in the Clash Status panel at the bottom of the Timetable panel. 
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5. Click the pointer on the timeline ruler above the timetable grid and drag it 
backwards so that the Display date is a date in the past. 
The Details button in the Clash Status panel is greyed out and it is not 
possible to edit the check boxes in the Favour column. The message displayed 
adjacent to the Effective Date Range field indicates that you cannot edit 
these lessons because the Display date falls outside of the specified 
Effective Date Range. 

 

6. Click the pointer on the timeline ruler and drag it forwards so that the Display 
date falls within the Effective Date Range. 
The Details button is accessible and it is now possible to edit the check boxes 
in the Favour column. The message displayed adjacent to the Effective Date 
Range indicates that you can now resolve the complex clash situation because 
the Display date falls within the specified Effective Date Range. 

 

7. Click the Details button to display the Student Lesson History Details: 
Clash Resolution dialog. Alternatively, double-click on the affected period in 
the timetable grid to display the Student Lesson History Details: Clash 
Resolution dialog. 

 

Each clashing activity is displayed as an orange timeline. 
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The Student Lesson History: Clash Resolution dialog displays one or more 
timelines beneath a calendar for the current academic year. Each clashing 
activity is displayed as an orange timeline. 

8. Click the Zoom button to maximize the Calendar display. Vertical green and 
red lines mark the beginning and end of the Effective Date Range respectively. 
This enables you to see the details of the clashing activities more clearly before 
deciding how to resolve the clash. 

 

The Effective Date Range displayed in this dialog is that displayed in the 
main page. It is displayed for information only and does not limit the editing 
that can be done in this dialog. The date range displayed can be changed by 
closing the dialog and selecting the required date. Moving the mouse cursor 
along the timeline displays the cursor day and date at which the mouse is 
pointing. 
The Relax button and the Exclusive button govern the behaviour of the 
Student Lesson History: Clash Resolution dialog. Exclusive mode is set by 
default on opening the Historical Curriculum Membership Details dialog. 

9. Click the Exclusive button (so the button is ‘selected’) to prevent students 
from being allocated to more than one group within a Scheme. Click this 
button again (so the button is ‘deselected’) to allow student group assignment 
to two groups simultaneously, within a single Scheme. This button is ‘selected’ 
by default on opening a Scheme. 
There are limits to how far the timeline bar can be clicked and dragged. For 
example, a timeline bar cannot be extended beyond the date at which the 
group terminates. 
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10. When you have ascertained which of the activities the pupil/student should be 
attending, click onto the respective timeline bar and click the Assign button. 

 

11. Click the OK button to return to the Clash Status panel. The details of the 
clashes are updated to reflect the choice made in the Student Lesson 
History Details: Clash Resolution dialog. 

 

The check box adjacent to the selected Class Description is now ticked and a 
capital letter Y in the Assigned column indicates that the pupil/student is 
assigned to this lesson over the Effective Date Range. 

12. Click the Save button on the Student Curriculum Summary page. 
The Clash Status panel is an updated version of the Timetable clashes 
panel that existed before Alternative Curriculum. 
The old version of the Timetable clashes panel is shown below for 
comparison. 
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Introduction 
The effects of Alternative Curriculum are visible in various areas throughout 
SIMS. In some areas, like Cover 7, the actual Alternative Curriculum activities 
are visible and in other areas, the effects of assigning pupil/students to the 
Alternative Curriculum activities are visible, in Attendance for example. 
In a few areas of SIMS, specific changes have been made to accommodate the 
new Alternative Curriculum functionality. 

The My Classes Timeline on the Home Page 
Where a teacher has been assigned to an Alternative Curriculum activity, the 
classes are displayed in the My Classes Today panel on the individual 
teacher’s Home Page. 

 

Attendance and Lesson Monitor 
The introduction of Alternative Curriculum activities will affect the 
memberships of the pupil/student’s original class and their new Alternative 
Curriculum class(es) as well as having an effect on other functions within 
Attendance and Lesson Monitor. 
Registers can be taken on Alternative Curriculum activities and it will be 
possible to Edit Marks within the group filter ‘Academic Class’ to list the 
Alternative Curriculum activities. Reports also display the Alternative 
Curriculum activities and allow you to use the new Alternative Curriculum 
groups. 
The possibility of the occurrence of conflicting marks for pupil/students is 
higher with the introduction of Alternative Curriculum activities. You may find 
that you need to resolve conflicting marks if using Alternative Curriculum 
alongside Lesson Monitor. This is due to timetable changes and the changes in 
class memberships. 
All areas of Attendance and Lesson Monitor will use the Alternative Curriculum 
activities and marks taken for these in a similar way as an academic class. 
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The exception to this is multi-period lessons. If the lesson is a single period, 
Lesson Monitor continues to check withdrawals as before. However, if it is a 
multi-period lesson, Lesson Monitor ignores withdrawal records. 
Pupil/students assigned to Alternative Curriculum activities for part of a 
multi-period session, will be displayed on the register for each session. This 
removes the need to add extra names, and makes it apparent who is expected 
to attend a lesson under the normal timetable. To ensure that this 
arrangement is clear, a new code has been introduced to indicate to the staff 
member taking the register that a pupil/student has been withdrawn for part 
of the multi-period class. 

 Withdrawn from Lesson Code 

 

Although the onus is on teachers to ensure that they register the pupil/student 
as present, where appropriate, it is now easier to ascertain which lesson the 
pupil/student has been withdrawn from and if they are returning to the original 
timetabled lesson. Ensuring that the register is accurate is especially 
important for confirming that any associated lesson reports are correct where 
a pupil/student may only attend one part of a multi-period session. 
Lesson Monitor will continue to copy across marks to subsequent periods of a 
multi period session and it is possible to overwrite the new code with a 
different Attendance mark, if the pupil/student’s alternative lesson is 
cancelled or if they return to their original lesson. 

Example One 
If a pupil/student is in an Alternative Curriculum activity for the second half of 
a double class, the Attendance mark entered for the first period is copied to 
the second period automatically to avoid the need to enter marks twice. 
However, where the pupil/student has been assigned to an Alternative 
Curriculum activity for the second half of the double lesson, and they leave to 
go to the Alternative Curriculum activity, it is important that the register is 
edited to ensure accuracy if the pupil/student is not in attendance here but 
attending the Alternative Curriculum activity instead. The likelihood of 
conflicting marks may increase. 



05| Effects on Other Areas of SIMS 

 

Alternative Curriculum 55 

 

Example Two 
If an Alternative Curriculum activity has been assigned to the first part of a 
double session, the pupil/student will appear in the register list for the double 
session to indicate that they may be attending later on. The teacher will mark 
them with an N mark as they are absent. The pupil/student will be marked as 
present at the Alternative Curriculum activity. If they then attend the second 
half of the double period, the teacher is able to edit the N mark to a present 
mark. 

Reporting on Alternative Classes 
1. Select Reports | Design Report to display the Report Designer. 
2. Click the Create a new report hyperlink and select Student as the Focus of 

the report. 
3. Select On roll and click the Next button. 
4. Scroll down the Fields list, select the Classes count icon. 
5. Expand the Class tree in the Fields list and select Is Alternative from the list 

of possible fields. 

 

Continue specifying required fields for inclusion in the report before running or 
previewing the report and sorting the results. 

Student Timetables and Classes: 
From within the Student Details page, click the Timetable hyperlink from 
the Links panel to display the Timetable for the selected pupil/student. 
The Alternative Curriculum activities are visible and marked with a yellow 
background to distinguish them from normal classes. 
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Click the Classes hyperlink from the Links panel to display the Classes for 
the selected pupil/student. Double-click on an Alternative Curriculum class to 
view the members of the class. 

 

Staff Timetable and Groups 
From within the Employee Details page, click the Staff Timetable hyperlink 
from the Links panel to display the Timetable for the selected staff member. 
Alternative Curriculum activities are displayed. 
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Click the Staff Groups hyperlink from the Links panel to display the Classes 
page for the selected staff member. Double-click the Class name to view the 
pupil/student members of the class. 

 

Manage Classroom Staff 
Select Focus | Person | Manage Classroom Staff to display the Find 
Classroom Staff browser. 
After searching for the relevant staff member, click the Edit button in the 
Classroom Information panel to display the Add/Remove Subject(s) 
dialog. 

 

If additional subjects have been added for Alternative Curriculum activities in 
Nova-T6, they can be selected from the list of Subjects. The Cover Manager 
should select the check box adjacent to the required subject if Staff 
Prioritisation Rules in Cover are based on subject matching. 
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Student Teacher View 
Where a pupil/student has been assigned to an Alternative Curriculum 
activity, the classes are displayed in the timeline when viewing their details 
through the Student Teacher View page. 

 

Cover 

Cover Diary 
Alternative Curriculum activities show on the Cover Diary when a staff 
member is absent and they would normally be supervising the group or when 
a room is closed that has been assigned to an Alternative Curriculum activity. 
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Suspension Rules 
The Declare Suspension Rules page displays the corresponding elements 
for Alternative Curriculum groups. 

 

It is possible to suspend individual Alternative Curriculum activities if it is 
inappropriate to provide Cover. 

NOTE: Any Alternative Curriculum activities without a room or a staff 
assignment will not appear in the Cover Diary as cover is not required. 
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Classes Impacted by Absence 
The Classes Impacted by Absence Analysis report enables the selection of 
groups based on Alternative Curriculum schemes. 

 

Alternative Curriculum activities are considered teaching groups because they 
are within the working timetabled day. This effectively means that for the 
Cover statistics reports, they are treated in the same way as the standard 
academic classes. 

Assessment 
Alternative Curriculum courses are visible in various areas of Assessment. 
They are displayed in the same way as any other courses where there is an 
active pupil/student membership. 
Select Focus | Assessment | Template to display the Find Template 
browser. After searching for the required template, click the Group Filter 
button to display the Group Selector dialog. 
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Expand the relevant Course title to display the Alternative Curriculum groups. 

 

Profiles 

Comment Banks 
Select Focus | Profiles | Comment Banks to display the Comment Banks 
page. 
Expand the relevant comment bank on the left-hand side of the page, 
right-click on the comment bank title and select Course Links from the 
pop-up menu to display the Course Chooser dialog. 

 

The Alternative Curriculum courses can be selected. 
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Session Manager 
Select Focus | Profiles | Session Manager to display the Find Session 
browser. 
After searching for the required session, expand the Courses tree in the 
Report Design panel to display the Alternative Curriculum activities. 

 

Course Manager 
If a pupil/student’s scheme membership is amended, when clicking the Save 
button on the pupil/student’s details, their course memberships are updated 
automatically. This removes the need to manually run the Update Course 
Memberships routine from Tools | Academic Management | Course 
Manager | Update Course Memberships. This will not be possible if you 
have deselected the Auto Update Membership check box when defining the 
course details through Tools | Academic Management | Course Manager 
| Maintain Course. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: It is essential that you do not end a scheme part way 
through the Effective Date Range and then reinstate the scheme at a later 
date because the course memberships can become disjointed and this can 
cause data anomalies in Course Manager. 
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If a scheme has been ended before the Planned End Date, SIMS recognises a 
change to the original plan and if doubt exists as to whether the course should 
have a status of Transferred or Withdrawn, the Status column for the affected 
pupil/student is displayed with a yellow background. This minor change has 
been made to assist in identifying any course changes that may impact 
Post-16 reporting. 
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Introduction 
Class memberships of a specific lesson can be viewed to gauge whether the 
actual attendance list is different from expected. This may be as a result of 
pupil/students being re-assigned to an Alternative Curriculum activity and 
subsequent withdrawal records. 

Searching for a Lesson 
1. Select Focus | School | Academic Structure | View Lesson List to display 

the Find Lesson browser. 

 

2. The Effective Date defaults to today’s date but can be changed by clicking 
the Calendar button and selecting an alternative date. 

3. Select the appropriate timetable Period from the drop-down list. The period 
must be active on the selected Effective Date. 

4. Enter the Class description, the Subject code, the Staff Code or Room, if 
known. 

5. Specify the relevant NC Year from the drop-down list. 
6. Select the Type of lesson from the drop-down list. The options are Any, 

Alternative and Standard. Alternative Curriculum classes are not displayed 
if the type of Standard is selected. 

NOTE: Alternative Curriculum classes do not belong to a National Curriculum 
Year, so are not displayed when a National Curriculum Year filter is specified. 
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7. Click the Search button to display any lessons that match the criteria entered. 
8. Highlight the required Class and click the Open button to display the 

Members of lesson page. 

 

9. Highlight a pupil/student’s name and right-click to display a pop-up menu that 
enables you to re-organise the display of all the pupil/students’ names. 

10. Click the Print button to produce a hard copy of the names of the 
pupil/students in the selected lesson. 

Viewing the Student Curriculum Summary Report 
A pupil/student's curriculum can be thought of in terms of the selection of 
subjects (or courses) for which they attend lessons, and the amount of 
timetabled time devoted to each. For example, Adam Smith has a curriculum 
of five hours each of English, Maths and Science, two hours each of Religious 
Studies, and PHSE, three hours each of Physical Education, Humanities, and 
French (measured over the course of his one week timetable). 
Planning of pupil/student curricula is normally performed not at the individual 
pupil/student level, but in terms of groups of pupil/students and subject 
classes. The Timetabler defines classes for each Academic Year, and specifies 
the number of periods each class will be scheduled for in each Timetable Cycle, 
e.g. 7x/Ma1 will be scheduled 5 times in each 40 period week. Even before the 
timetable is scheduled (i.e. before the classes are placed at specific periods) it 
can be seen how many hours of each subject a pupil/student of that Academic 
Year is to receive. 
Many pupil/students may ultimately attend only those originally planned 
classes, and their curriculum is straightforward to deduce from the timetable 
of their Academic Year, and any Options choices they have made (i.e. in 
Academic Years 10 to 13). However, the curriculum of pupil/students with a 
high proportion of Alternative Curriculum assignments may vary considerably 
from that of their peers. 
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This report enables you to discover the curriculum of any pupil/student, taking 
into account all their Alternative Curriculum assignments - i.e. based on their 
timetable over a range of dates. The summary consists of the list of the 
subjects of the lessons of which the pupil/student is a member over the date 
range, and measures of the time allotted to each. 

Searching for a Student 
1. Select Focus | School | Academic Structure | View Student Curriculum 

Summary to display the Find Student for Curriculum Summary browser. 

 

2. Specify the required search criteria and click the Calendar button to display 
the Select Effective Date Range dialog. 
It is possible to specify the Curriculum Summary Date Range if you want to 
change the reporting period. 

 

NOTE: If more than one timetable cycle has been used, it may be more 
appropriate to reduce the date range to achieve figures that are within the 
cycle range (please see Selecting the Effective Date Range on page 32). 

3. Click the OK button before clicking the Search button on the Find Student 
Curriculum Summary browser to display a list of matching pupil/students. 

4. Double-click on a pupil/student’s name to create an .html output of the 
Student Curriculum Summary Report. 
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The Student Curriculum Summary Report states the name of the selected 
pupil/student and the Effective Date Range that the timetable is applicable 
for. 
The summary lists every subject in which the pupil/student is a member of one 
or more lessons during the specified date range, and displays the Subject 
Code and the Subject Description. 
The Total Time column calculates the hours during the date range that the 
pupil/student was present in school but does not include withdrawals. The 
figure is displayed in HH:MM format. 
The Time Per Day column calculates the Total Time divided by the number 
of Applied Days (on-roll days). The figure is displayed in HH:MM format. 
The Total Lessons column indicates the number of lessons within the 
timetable during the specified date range. 
The Lessons Per Day column calculates the number of Total Lessons 
divided by the number of Applied Days (on-roll days). 
The % Percentage of Total Lessons column is based on the Total Lessons 
figure during the specified date range divided by the number of Applied Days 
(on-roll days). 
If there are any unresolved clashes within the pupil/student’s timetable, a 
warning message is displayed: 
‘Unresolved clashes exist for this pupil/student during the report date range. 
Clashing lessons are not taken in to account by this report.’ 
Revisit the pupil/student’s timetable and resolve any outstanding clashes. 

 

More Information: 
Resolving Complex Lesson Clashes on page 47 
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